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A NOTE
Julien Mercille, Head of School

Welcome to the new year! We are back in person,
which creates a lovely atmosphere at UCD and in
the School. We have already had two pizza and
pastry social events in the School since the
beginning of the trimester, and it was excellent to
see them so well attended! We're looking forward
to hosting more in-person events soon.

Some great School news is that our two new
hires, Profs. Rosana Pinheiro-Machado and
Jeremy Auerbach have arrived, and we are
incredibly pleased to welcome them aboard.
Rosana and Jeremy have already met many of
you, and we look forward to working and
socialising with them. Welcome both!

Another piece of great news is Prof Niamh
Moore-Moore-Cherry's recent promotion to the rank of Professor, a very important achievement. Niamh
now holds the position of Deputy Principal in the College of Social Sciences and Law, but she
remains active in the School of Geography.

In other news, I would like to announce that I recently rescued a second canine, Juno, to become
Cara's new friend. Both will continue to be heavily featured in upcoming School Newsletters. As
seen in the picture, the two dogs enjoy multiple daily play sessions. You'll also notice my dryrobe,
which is the ideal garment for autumnal walks, but Jeremy and Rosana have yet to be convinced by
this latest Irish fashion trend. This picture surely will persuade them, and any other doubters, of the
appropriateness of this piece of clothing in the Irish weather.

Enjoy the trimester!
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NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL

Dr Colman Gallagher was part of an international research
team led by Neil Arnold in collaboration with Frances
Butcher, Susan Conway, & Matt Balme, which has revealed
new evidence for the possible existence of liquid water
beneath the south polar ice cap of Mars. Their work is
published in the Journal of Nature Astronomy and has been
featured by several news programmes.

As Julien mentioned in his note, we are delighted to
welcome two new staff members to the School, Asst Prof
Jeremy Auerbach and Prof Rosana Pinheiro-Machado. We
are also pleased to have several new PhD and postdocs join
us who are spanning topics across the Geography
spectrum. You can check out these new researchers on our
website and keep an eye out for all these new faces in the
Geography corridor!

Several of our academic staff, including Prof Niamh Moore-
Cherry and Prof Kath Browne, recently attended the Royal
Geographical Society-Institute of British Geographers
annual conference in Newcastle. Prof Browne gave a
keynote lecture for the TESG Journal, which is now
available to watch online. We were also delighted that one
of our MA students, Maya Vizel-Schwartyz, presented her
Masters research to a global audience!

Dr Alma Clavin and Dr Carla Kayanan were featured in the
Present Tense article series by Type magazine with a piece
on how farmers can be better supported by our urban
centres. In this article, they unpack the problem urban-
rural binary and suggest we adopt a more integrated
regional-scale understanding of city and country. It is
available to read here.

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41550-022-01782-0
https://people.ucd.ie/jeremy.auerbach
https://people.ucd.ie/rosana.pinheiro-machado
https://www.ucd.ie/geography/
https://www.rgs.org/research/annual-international-conference/livestream/friday/
https://www.type.ie/blog/how-can-farmers-be-better-supported-by-our-urban-centres
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NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
Prof Niamh Moore-Cherry has been appointed by An
Taoiseach Micheál Martin as an Independent member of
the National Economic and Social Council (NESC). The
Council advises the Taoiseach on strategic policy issues
relating to Ireland's sustainable economic, social, and
environmental development. This provides an important
opportunity for the academic research within the School to
be translated into and have a meaningful policy impact.
You can read more about our Cities, Governance, and
Sustainability group.

Dr Colman Gallagher has been making a regular
appearance on the Hard Shoulder's 'Guide to the Galaxy' to
discuss and answer questions on topics like the Milky Way,
Black Holes and Life of Mars. Dr Gallagher is showing how
geographers not only study our planet Earth but also the
geography of the wider solar system! All episodes are
available to listen to here.

SYNERGI: Mozambique is a new IRC COALESCE project in
partnership with Irish Aid being led by Dr Christine Bonnin
with co-PI Prof Ines Raimundo, Dr Tobi Morakinyo and
Assoc Prof Ainhoa Gonzalez. The project will work closely
with project partners, socio-economically disadvantaged
groups, and community-based organisations to explore the
potential for co-creating socially inclusive spaces for edible
urban green infrastructure as a strategy to support food
security and climate resilience in two rapidly growing
cities.

Assoc Prof Gerald Mills and several masters took a trip to
Paris in June to participate in a workshop on the urban
climate during Climate Week in Paris. It represented the
final field trip for some of last year's masters' students, but
we're looking forward to them all kicking off again next
Spring!

https://citiesgovernancesustainability.eu/
https://www.goloudplayer.com/episodes/guide-to-the-galaxy-black-holes-MzAyN2RjZWIyN2RkMmE1NTJiNjk1YzM4OTIzYTM5ZWM=
https://www.ucd.ie/newsandopinion/news/2022/september/16/coalescenineucdprojectsawardedircfundingtoconfrontmajorsocietalchallenges/
https://people.ucd.ie/christine.bonnin
https://people.ucd.ie/tobi.morakinyo
https://people.ucd.ie/ainhoa.gonzalez
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NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL

Dr Arlene Crampsie & Asst Prof Christine Bonnin's Coastal
Uplands: Heritage and Tourism (CUPHAT) project was
featured in the Eisteddfod Arts Festival over the summer in
Wales. It was part of their ongoing efforts to explore ways
to develop sustainable, cultural, and natural heritage-based
tourism in the coastal upland areas bordering the Irish Sea.
They've also welcomed new staff to the Geography
corridor as part of their project hub in E002.

Dr Alma Clavin's Repair Act project has had a busy summer
- not only was it featured in the Westmeath Examiner and
on the RTE News website, but it was also the recipient of a
Creative Ireland Grant. Repair Acts will have a Caring for
Repairing Exhibition & Féile in Westmeath, which will run
from the 3rd – the 6th of November. If interested, check
out the programme, join the free events, or submit your
repair story on the project website. 

We're delighted to announce the line-up for our Autumn
Seminar Series. The hybrid seminars will take place five
Thursdays throughout the trimester at 3 pm, with the
specific dates and details on our website. 

Our first seminar is with Asst Prof Solange Muñoz from the
University of Tennessee, who will be discussing Migration
and Motherhood as Infrastructures of Care.

Our 2021/22 Masters students completed & submitted their
dissertations at the end of August. Their research topics are
indicative of the strength and diversity of the discipline,
covering topics ranging from the development of
canalscapes; privately owned public spaces in Berlin; the role
of social class in the changing nature of UK politics; queer
space-making; land use modelling in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia; to
coastal hazards; fluvial morphology and river management.

http://www.repairacts.ie/exhibition/
http://www.repairacts.ie/exhibition/
https://www.ucd.ie/geography/research/researchseminars/
https://www.ucd.ie/geography/t4media/Munoz%20Seminar%20Flyer.pdf
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THE GEOGRAPHY SOCIETY
The Geography Society would like to warmly
welcome all returning members and a special
shout-out to all new members! This semester we
have loads of exciting news for our members,
from coffee mornings to guest talks and
hopefully collaborative events with other
societies here at UCD. 

Our coffee mornings are every Wednesday from
10-12 in E003 in the geography corridor with
free tea, coffee, hot chocolate and, of course,
biscuits. We are also very proud to announce our
first guest speaker event of the semester took
place on Wednesday the 5th of October at 5pm,
and was on the topic of “Carers in Geography”
given by Chris Speight. hhhhhhhhhhh

SCHOOL RESEARCH SEMINARS

Follow our Instagram page for all updates on times, dates, links, and events. We hope to see
you all soon at some of our events!

6th of
Oct

Asst Prof Solange Muñoz, University of Tennessee
 

Migration and Motherhood as Infrastructures of Care

20th of
Oct

Assoc Prof Kris Clarke, University of Helsinki
 

Queer Love and Solidarity in the Valley: A People's History of HIV/AIDS in
California

10th of
Nov

Prof Jennie Stephens, Northeastern University
 

Diversifying Power: Why We Need Antiracist, Feminist Leadership on
Climate & Energy.

17th of
Nov

Assoc Prof Alejandro Lara, University of Concepcion
 

Designing cities and resilient communities from a systemic risk management
approach

1st of Dec
Prof Loretta Lees,  Boston University

 
Defensible Space on the Move: Mobilisation in English Housing Policy &

Practice

https://www.ucd.ie/geography/research/researchseminars/
https://www.instagram.com/ucdgeogsoc/


CONGRATULATIONS
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Congratulations to Dr Christine Bonnin, Dr Tobi Morakinyo and Assoc Prof Ainhoa Gonzalez
Del Campo, who were awarded Irish Research Council COALESCE funding for the SYNERGI:
Mozambique project.

Congratulations to everyone who received nominations for the Teaching & Learning Awards in
the School. The multiple nominations that members of the School received reflects all the
hard work that goes into teaching and learning within the School.

Congratulation to Dr Niall Buckley, who was conferred with his PhD on Thursday, 8th
September. Niall was supervised by Assoc Prof Gerald Mills, and his thesis was entitled
'Modelling Dublin: A workflow for the application of an Urban Building Energy Model to
evaluate carbon mitigation strategies at neighbourhood scales'.

Congratulations to Andrew McCartan, who passed his viva examination over the summer,
pending minor corrections. Andrew's Geography supervisor was Prof Kath Browne, and his
thesis is entitled 'Geographies of LGBTQ+ Activism: Ireland After Marriage Equality'. 

Congratulations to Prof Niamh Moore Cherry, who was made a full professor in the School.
It's well-deserved recognition of all Niamh's hard work and contributions to the School and
UCD as a whole

KEEP IN TOUCH
Want to keep on top of all things Geography? You can keep track of us on our social media:
Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, LinkedIn.

And remember, if you have any questions, you can always get in touch with Kate, our School's
administrator by email: geography@ucd.ie

https://twitter.com/UCD_Geography
https://twitter.com/UCD_Geography
https://www.facebook.com/ucdgeography
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ucd-geography
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NEW PUBLICATIONS
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